BET, HU present exclusive screening
of The Book of Negroes
By Yuri R. Milligan

JANUARY 2015

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

Hampton University
P.O. Box 6446
Hampton, Virginia 23668

PAID

HAMPTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 73

Discussion with miniseries star Aunjanue Ellis
following screening.
Hampton, Va - BET and Hampton University will present an
exclusive screening and panel discussion of The Book of
Negroes, Feb. 4 at 6:30 p.m. in Ogden Hall. Following the
screening will be a panel discussion and Q&A hosted by
WHRO’s Barbara Hamm Lee and HU student Margie Merritt
and featuring Aunjanue Ellis. The event is free and open to
the public.

Hampton University salutes Martin Luther King, Jr.
by Leha Byrd

One of the most highly anticipated television productions
of 2015 is BET’s epic miniseries The Book of Negroes.
The miniseries has all-star performances by Aunjanue
Ellis, Cuba Gooding Jr., Louis Gossett Jr. and Lyriq Bent.
Adapted from the acclaimed novel by Lawrence Hill,
The Book of Negroes recounts the resourceful journey
of Aminata Diallo, an invincible African woman who
secured her freedom during the American Revolution.

The Hampton University Martin Luther King Jr. march and
program was Jan. 19 on the University campus. The march
began at 10 a.m. at Emancipation Oak and ended at Ogden
Hall, where the program was held. The program began with
an opening prayer by the Rev. Dr. Jerome A. Barber, of Sixth
Mount Zion Baptist Temple, and also included an address
by HU NAACP College Chapter President Brielle Lewis.
The program’s keynote speaker was HU Senior Biology
Major Andrew D. Williams. A Macon, Ga. native, Williams
spoke about being discouraged by recent accounts of
violence against black youth. He admonished the audience
to remember, however, “You are a child of the Most High.
I am convinced that Dr. King became heroic because he
knew who was, and most importantly whose he was.”

The Book of Negroes will air
Feb. 16-18 on BET.

HU School of Pharmacy hosts Conference on the Black Family

by Matthew White

The Hampton University School of Pharmacy (SOP) is
hosting the 37th Annual Conference on the Black Family.
The event is March 18-20 on the University campus. The
conference theme is, “Controlling Diabetes: A Call to
Action for Minority Families.”

by Stanford University and VentureWell (formerly
NCIIA).
“This program fits well with Hampton University’s
commitment to educating our students’ minds, hearts
and hands,” said Hampton University President Dr.
William R. Harvey. “It is not enough to teach theory; we
emphasize active practice as well so that our students will
be leaders in their disciplines.”

SOP Dean Dr. Wayne Harris said the emphasis of this
year’s conference is informational and an opportunity to
promote diabetes prevention.
Since 1978, HU’s Black Family Conference has created a
forum for prevalent issues concerning the black family. HU
President Dr. William R. Harvey saw a need for consistent
dialogue in the African-American community and initiated
the conference to fill the void.

From left to right: Dr. Trina Coleman, Assistant
Provost for Technology; Dr. Eric J. Sheppard, Dean
of the School of Engineering and Technology and HU
Pathways co-Leader; Mr. Howard Brown, Computer
Science student and University Innovation Fellow;
Dr. Otsebele Nare, Associate Professor, Engineering
and HU Pathways Co-Leader; Dr. Calvin Lowe, Dean
of the School of Science.

“The 37th Annual Conference on the Black Family is
designed to be a public health intervention aimed at
accomplishing selected goals and objectives of ‘Healthy
People 2020,’” Harris said. “It will serve to launch what will
become a sustainable diabetes initiative in the Hampton
Roads Area of Virginia, which focuses on community
outreach and the role of pharmacists in collaborative
diabetes management and prevention.”

Hampton University has been selected as one of 25 U.S.
institutions selected for national Pathways to Innovation
Program by NSF-funded Epicenter.
The Pathways to Innovation Program is designed
to help institutions fully incorporate innovation
and entrepreneurship into undergraduate engineering
education. The program is run by Epicenter, which is
funded by the National Science Foundation and directed

For event sessions and registration
information call 757.727.5071.
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“What I liked most about the march was how it brought
together people in my age group to recognize this inspirational
civil rights leader. I really enjoyed how the Hampton University
students knew and sang the older songs,” she said. “The speaker
was very good. What stuck with me was when he said that
people say ‘If you didn’t cheat, you didn’t try.’ I say, ‘If you did
cheat, then you didn’t try.’ I am looking forward to marching
next year.”

HU named one of 25 U.S. Institutions for Pathways to Innovation Program

By Leha Byrd
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Layla Herbin, 12, of Newport News, attended the march
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Ongoing innovation is required to maintain
America’s global competitiveness and address pressing
problems. Engineering is the foundation of much of
that innovation. Faculty and administrators participating
in Epicenter’s Pathways program are taking on this
challenge and leading their universities into a new era of
engineering education that prepares students to tackle big
problems and thrive in this ever-changing economy.
“There are 500,000 students in the U.S. majoring in
engineering and computer science fields,” said Tom
Byers, director and co-principal investigator of Epicenter
and professor at Stanford University. “These students
are expected to enter industry with technical knowledge as
well as a diverse set of skills and attitudes that help them
to innovate, collaborate and create value. As educators, we
need to better prepare this generation of students for the
workforce and position them for success in their careers.”

“Hampton University’s selection to participate in the
Pathways program is a great opportunity for us to be
part of a group leading the nation’s efforts in integrating
innovation and entrepreneurship into our engineering
programs,” said Dr. Eric Sheppard, Dean of the School of
Engineering and Technology.
“This is also an opportunity to collaborate across the
campus since innovation isn’t just about engineering,
it’s about science and liberal arts and business and all
the other disciplines too and its also teaming with other
units like the art museum. I envision lots of fun learning
opportunities across the campus.”
Participating schools assemble a team of faculty
and academic leaders to assess their institution’s
current offerings, design a unique strategy for change,
and lead their peers in a two-year transformation
process. Program teams receive access to models for
integrating entrepreneurship into engineering curriculum,
custom online resources, guidance from a community
of engineering and entrepreneurship faculty, and
membership in a national network of schools with similar
goals.
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Marketing major gives keynote speech at UNCF’s Annual Masked Ball

Faculty honored at Educational Staff Institute

By Gianina Thompson

By Matthew White
enhance the great research at the University.
“Faculty involvement in research leads to your personal
growth, the growth of your students and the growth of our
University,” he said
Also at the Institute, eight faculty members received the
Academic Excellence Faculty Award.
The winners were recognized for their efforts by
Harvey, Executive Vice President/Provost Dr. JoAnn W.
Haysbert and their respective Deans.

University President Dr. William R. Harvey & Executive Vice President/Provost Dr. JoAnn Haysbert
pose with the winners and their respective deans.

Hampton University President Dr. William R. Harvey
greeted the HU faculty at the 2015 Winter Educational
Staff Institute on Jan. 5. This year’s theme for the Institute
was Academic Excellence, Increased Productivity and
Accountability for a Stronger Hampton University, Part
II.

“Our first overall goal, purpose, objective is, has been and
should forever be, to deliver a first-class education that is
second to none,” said Harvey.

HU Museum presents Elizabeth Catlett: A Celebration of 100 Years,
Elizabeth Catlett and The Hampton Art Tradition
By Yuri R. Milligan

HU Professors Ricardo Jarvis, Dr. James Forbes, and
Vahwere Kavota all helped tremendously in Turner’s
growth. She is also very glad to have followed in her older
cousins’ decisions to be a HU student and continue the
tradition of excellence.

The annual event, a black tie evening of elegance, that
brings together hundreds of business, civic, and education
leaders to provide needed funds to help students through
college financially.

Turner is still ecstatic about having attended the ball
and describes the experience like one in a movie. Being a
recipient of a UNCF scholarship meant the world to her
and it illustrated how “hard work and focus really pays off
even when it includes a lot of early mornings and stressful
nights,” she said.

“I am very proud to be a part of the UNCF’s great legacy,”
said Turner, who admitted to being nervous about giving
the keynote speech, but instead of becoming intimated,
she became inspired after much prayer, determination, and
preparedness.

The winners include: Dr. Francis Ndemo, School of
Pharmacy; Dr. Ralph Charlton, School of Education
and Human Development; Dr. Candace Wallace, School
of Liberal Arts; Donna Pendergraft, School of Nursing;
Wayne Dawkins, Scripps Howard School of Journalism
and Communications; Dr. Sharad Maheshwaro, School of
Business; Dr. Arun Verma , School of Science and Margaret
Browning, School of Engineering and Technology.

Harvey encouraged faculty members to create more and

Hampton University student Whitney Turner, junior
marketing major from Kentucky, gave the keynote address
and was a scholarship recipient at the United Negro
College Fund’s (UNCF) 7th Annual Masked Ball on Dec.
12 at the Indianapolis Marriott Downtown.

Her speech focused on leadership and how leaders are not
mythically born creatures, but are cultivated and matured
into great figures.
“I’ve been able to gain knowledge from many different
experiences—some good, some bad—but all helpful,”
said Turner. “Hampton teaches you that no matter your
background or the obstacles you may face, you can still be
great amongst the odds if you put in the work. Education is
the great equalizer and is everyone’s greatest tool.”

Whitney Turner

Students Shine at Honors Program Conference

By Sechemelia Lewis

The Hampton University Museum presents Elizabeth
Catlett: A Celebration of 100 Years and Elizabeth Catlett
and The Hampton Art Tradition in the Main Changing
Gallery and Blue Room Jan. 30- Nov. 14.
Elizabeth Catlett: A Celebration of 100 Years is a
commemoration of Catlett’s 100th birthday. The
exhibition is pulled from Catlett’s 125-plus works in the
HU Museum’s collection. This exhibition will feature
approximately 49 works on paper with 24 prints never
shown at the HU Museum. The works represented in
this exhibition show the importance of Catlett as a major
contemporary international artist.
The works represented in this exhibition show the
importance of Catlett as a major contemporary
international artist in addition to her ability to show the
humanistic side of her subjects: pain, joy, struggles and
triumphs. It does not matter if you are looking at Catlett’s
print of an African American Sharecropper or her Indian
Woman, Catlett’s ability to capture the essence of her
subject is demonstrated through her technical brilliancy.

Elizabeth Catlett
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Hampton University Honors College students attended the National African American
Association Honors program conference in Jackson, Missouri.

In addition, Elizabeth Catlett and the Hampton Art
Tradition will be shown highlighting students who were at
Hampton in 1943 when husband and wife team Charles
White and Elizabeth Catlett came to then Hampton
Institute and taught classes. It was at this time White
created “ The Contribution of the Negro To Democracy in
America. ” Works by Charles White, John Biggers, Samella
Sanders Lewis, Persis Jennings and Annabelle Baker will
be on view.

Students in the Hampton University Honors College
were true stars at the National African American
Association Honors Program (NAAAHP) conference last
semester in Jackson, Missouri.

The opening reception and the exhibitions are sponsored
in part by Hampton Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.

HU students shined at this year’s conference. Sophomore
Honors College students won all four of the student
positions allotted as well as one faculty position. Armani
Perkins was elected assistant to the vice president of the

The 23rd annual conference was held “to mobilize the
chapters west of Atlanta as well as invigorate inactive
chapters” according to Dr. Sabin Duncan, Director of the
Freddye T. Davy Honors College.

conference. Peter Savedge and Sydney Bland were voted
Mr. and Miss NAAAHP. Bethany Caldwell was voted
treasurer of the NAAAHP. The HU Debate team and
Model African Nations won first place in their respective
competitions.
At the end of the conference, after the elections and
awards were handed out. HU students took the stage and
started an impromptu rendition of the Alma Mater.
“Sometimes, as a professor, you think about what your
students will consider the good times when they think
about their college years. I believe many of our students

will look back on their time at Hampton and remember
that trip to Mississippi as one of their best times in their
undergraduate career,” said Duncan.
Duncan’s first time attending the conference was as a
student 20 years ago with the late director of the Honors
College, Dr. Freddye Davy. Duncan said that Davy
instilled values that cultivated him into the person he is
today. He is honored to have the opportunity to be able to
do the same for the young men and women currently in
the Freddye T. Davy Honors Program.
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